OBSERVOLOGY : The STUDY of | OOKING

Scientists who study nature often go on field trips and expeditions. They
can spend days, weeks or months on windswept islands or mountainsides,
at sea, in jungles or in polar regions.

An observologist is someone who makes scientific expeditions every day,
albeit very small ones. They notice interesting details in the world around
them. They are expert at finding tiny creatures, plants and fungi.
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An observologist knows that there are fascinating things to be found
in even the most ordinary places.
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CATERPILLARS

Caterpillars are the larvae of moths and butterflies. It's often easier
to find the larvae than the adults because they tend to stay in one
place, more or less. Isn't it amazing that these are the same animal?
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Caterpillars can make silk and some of them use it like a bungee
rope to get away quickly from predators. They drop off a leaf and
dangle upside down in midair, hoping that by the time they've
climbed back up their thread the danger has passed.

While some caterpillars have extravagantly bright skin that
makes them look poisonous, others are masters of hide and seek.
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DIFFERENT WEBS FoR
DIFFERENT SPIDERS

Spiders are wonderful engineers and build webs in lots of different
forms. Here are just a few of them. It's usually only female spiders
that build webs. Occasionally you'll see a male spider on a web, inching
cautiously towards a female hed like to mate with. He has to plan his
approach carefully because in many cases male spiders are much
smaller than the females. If he annoys her, she might eat him.
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